An analysis of the prolactin surge.
Daily sera from normally menstruating women analysed by radioimmunoassay (RIA) with prolactin kits from NIH showed midcycle prolactin elevations coinciding with LH surge. No such elevations were observed with Serono prolactin kit. Sera assayed both at NIH and Population Council laboratories confirmed the higher prolactin values measured by NIH kit. Evaluation studies showed no antisera contamination in both kits, but confirmed LH-contamination of the NIH hPRL VLS4 tracer. This may explain the reported wide prolactin variations.